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Description 
This course traces the unfolding of the Israel-Palestine Conflict from its beginnings in 19th century imperial 
politics until the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1995 – further, if time permits. We 
will survey principal episodes in the history of that conflict, analyzing them both inwardly and in relation to 
broader geopolitical developments.  So, for example, we will study the 1948 war – what Israelis generally refer 
to as either the War of Liberation or Independence (Milchemet ha-Shichrur/Atzma’ut) from Great Britain, and 
Palestinians as the Naqba, or Catastrophe – both in local terms and in relation to decolonization struggles 
unfolding elsewhere in the British Empire.  
 
My aim here is to ‘disenchant’ the conflict, but in a very particular way. This conflict wields an enormous 
symbolic presence: one out of all proportion to its size or – in regional and global terms at least – intensity.  
That fact must be accepted, even as we think critically about why it might be the case – and even as we try to 
avoid minimizing the very real suffering that does issue from it.  To that end, we will work from two 
perspectives at once.  First, we will consider the conflict in terms of defined events, causes and effects.   
Second, we will explore those perspectives that see it primarily in terms of ‘bigger’ questions: as an extension 
of broader religious, cultural, ‘civilizational’ or ideological conflicts.  
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Required Texts:  

• Morris, Benny: Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-1999. (New York: Vintage, 
2001).  ISBN 0679744754 

• Baruch Kimmerling and Joel Migdal: The Palestinian People: A History. (Harvard, 2004). ISBN 
0674011295 

• Walter Laqueur and Barry Rubin, eds.: The Israel-Arab Reader. (Penguin, 2008).  ISBN 0143113798 
• Course Packet (see below) 

Copies of the Morris, Kimmerling & Migdal, and Laqueur & Rubin texts are available at the bookstore, and 
have been placed on reserve at Gorgas Library.  Many students find the internet a convenient way to acquire 
inexpensive used books and reduce paper waste (I find www.addall.com helpful here).  If you go that route, 
make sure you get the most-current version of the Laqueur & Rubin, and the 2004 version of Kimmerling 
and Migdal.   

Reasonably-priced course packets will be available for sale at the campus bookstore; these will aggregate 
additional readings in one convenient bound reader.  Every attempt has been made to keep the cost of these 
packets low; however, students who find this expense burdensome should feel free to contact me in office 
hours.  Some additional readings will be found online on the course’s blackboard site.   

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Students will be asked to: 

• Identify central individuals, events, and turning points in the Israel-Palestine conflict; 
• Locate on a map important topographical features, population centers, and political units in 

Israel/Palestine, and in adjacent territories; 
• Demonstrate an understanding of key driving factors of the Israel-Palestine conflict, with an eye both 

to its persistence and to the broader cultural, religious, economic, historical and political narratives 
ascribed to it;  

• Critically evaluate their own suppositions, beliefs and understandings regarding the region, with an 
eye to those narratives;  

• Evaluate and interpret primary sources, and construct historical insights from them; 
• Further develop their skills in written communication, including formulating and sustaining a written 

argument based in part on such sources. 
 
Preparation for Class & Course Assignments 
The syllabus is built around units and modules.  Each module on the syllabus corresponds to a class session.  
You should prepare for each class by doing the required readings and preparing any other assignments 
(reviewing study questions, posting online discussion points, etc.) as may be assigned.   
 
We will alternate between lecture and discussion, so you should come to class prepared.  If lack of preparation becomes 
endemic, I may assign quizzes. While secondary sources will provide the bulk of our reading, primary source 
documents – as well as films, songs, and literary works – will be woven throughout. 
 
Doing the readings.  This is a lower-division survey course.  This means that while we will cover a great deal of 
ground, we are still dealing in bare beginnings: marching quickly through questions that would ideally merit 
sustained and lengthier examination, and bypassing some number of knotty issues that time will not permit us 
to consider. With that in mind, additional readings have been supplied.  Readings marked ‘recommended’ are 
offered to give you greater depth and understanding of key issues and moments – usually primary-source 
documents from the Laqueur & Rubin reader, or documents either online or in your packet.  At the end of 
the syllabus, I have also supplied a number of reading lists (grouped under the heading ‘would you like to 
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learn more?’).  These are intended to guide you should you wish to consider a particular question or issue area 
at greater depth.  These lists are a work in progress; that is, they are neither complete nor authoritative, and I 
will be adding to them periodically.  To be clear: they are no t  required reading for this course.   
 
ASSESSMENT 
You have two options for course assessment: an examination track and a research and writing track.  Students who 
opt for the examination track will take two closed-book 90-minute midterms during the course of the 
semester, and will complete a lengthier written closed-book final during exam period.  Students who prefer 
the research and writing track will write two 6-8 papers during the course of the semester, and will complete a 
one-on-one oral final examination with me at the end of the semester. In addition, all students will be required 
to pass a map quiz, to complete any assigned quizzes and reading summaries that may be assigned, and will be 
assessed on the basis of their attendance and participation. Details on these requirements follow: 
 

• Map quiz (all students). There will be a map quiz at the beginning of the third week (Tuesday, Sept. 
4).  It will cover the central areas of the contemporary Middle East: key states, cities, regions, bodies 
of water, and the like.  You will receive map handouts and a study guide to help you prepare.  80% is 
a passing mark.  You must pass the quiz by Thursday, Sept. 20 or drop the class.  The maximum 
grade possible on the second and subsequent attempts will be 80%.  This quiz is weighted as 10% of final 
grade. 

 
• Participation, quizzes and discussion questions/argument summaries (all students).  Your direct participation – 

attending class, participating in on-line forums and office hours – will provide the bulk of this 
portion of your grade: grades in the “A” range will be earned by a combination of both regular 
attendance and informed participation.  Absences owing to sickness are understandable; however, 
you are responsible for coming to see me for missed material during office hours, and for reviewing 
lecture powerpoints online.  Attendance will be taken.  More than three absences will reduce your 
attendance mark by one letter grade (A becomes B, etc.), six unexcused absences by two grades 
(AàC), nine by three (AàD), and so on. 

I may assign quizzes (multiple choice & fill-in-the-blank) based on core readings, assign 
advance questions, argument summaries, evaluations of sources or arguments, or open online 
discussion forums for debate.  These will be factored into your participation grade; details to follow. 
(10% of final grade) 

 
• Written examinations (examination track only).  Students who opt for the examination track will complete 

two in-class midterms (on dates October 16 and November 20) and a written final (check with 
the registrar for the date and time).  The final exam will be comprehensive (and hence slightly longer 
than the midterms).  Each midterm counts for 25% of your final grade; the final 30%.  I will provide 
study guides in class one week before the exam, and will set aside time in class for additional 
information and questions; the exams themselves are closed-book.  Students will be responsible 
for bringing TWO exam booklets to each exam, and a pen that writes in dark ink.   To 
discourage cheating, I will collect your exam booklets and then redistribute them.  The 
examinations will consist of three sections: quick answers; one-paragraph identifications; and one or 
more essay question(s) based on the class lectures and the text. (2 x 25% = 50% for midterms, 30% for 
final). 

 
• Written papers (research/writing track only).  Students who opt for the research and writing track will 

complete two papers: each 6-8 pages, with questions drawn from the readings. Excellent (A-grade) 
papers will synthesize a coherent and original argument based on required and recommended 
readings, using correct essay structure (a clear thesis, well-organized paragraphs that advance that 
thesis) and with attention to style and grammar.  materials (or additional ones, if you wish).    Papers 
will be due on October 9 and November 15. If you choose the writing option, it is strongly 
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recommend that you avail yourself of my office hours to review drafts, and of the services offered by 
the Writing Center, Lloyd Hall Room 322 (for directions and setting up appointments, visit 
www.as.ua.edu/writingcenter. Advanced students may request to replace these two short papers with 
a longer, single one; see me in office hours.  Each paper will be critiqued one-on-one with me, most 
likely during class time (ie, when your classmates are taking their midterms).  Expect to find me a 
demanding reader.  Revisions and resubmissions will be allowed.  (2 x 25% = 50% of final grade) 

 
• Oral final examination (research/writing track only).  Students pursuing the writing option will be required 

to schedule a time during exam week during which to present themselves to me for a closed-book 
oral final examination.  The oral will be no less than 90 minutes long, and will cover the full range 
of questions and issues discussed in the course.  The structure of the oral examination will be similar 
to that of the written exam – and the same study guides available to your classmates will be useful to 
you – but I will reserve the right to challenge those answers or cross-examine you on them.  I may 
also choose to ask questions based on your written work. 

 
 

To sum up, your final grade for this course will calculated as follows: 
Midterms/papers     50% 
Final (oral for paper option, written for exam option) 30%  
Participation      10% 
Map Quiz       10% 
 
Total       100% 

 
Which track is right for you? I dunno.  But if you are planning to continue studying in this subject area, or in 
political science after the BA, you may one day wish to ask me for a letter of recommendation.  For that letter 
to be persuasive – for it to convince a graduate committee in Middle Eastern politics or International 
Relations that you are a serious student, or an NGO or government agency that you are a thoughtful and 
resourceful student of this region – I will need to be able to refer positively to smart things you’ve said, 
written or done.  Papers and oral examinations – if you complete these tasks well – develop a basis for such 
evaluations in a way in which written examinations do not. 
 

Please  no t e : you must inform me in  wr i t ing  of your preferred track by Thursday, September 20.  
 
Academic Integrity 
All students in attendance at the University of Alabama are expected to be honorable and to observe 
standards of conduct appropriate to a community of scholars.  The University expects from its students a 
higher standard of conduct than the minimum required to avoid discipline.  Academic misconduct includes all 
acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and any knowing or intentional help or attempt to help, 
or conspiracy to help, another student.  The Academic Misconduct Disciplinary Policy will be followed in the 
event of academic misconduct. 
 
Examples of academic dishonesty include—but are not limited to—the following: 

- Plagiarism – that is, using another’s ideas or writings without proper attribution, including sources 
from the Internet (example: for this section, I have copied material shared by Prof. Steve Bunker in 
the History Department.  Have I attributed sufficiently?  You need to know.) 

- copying from another person during an examination 
- assisting another person to cheat by providing information 

 
Each student has the responsibility to know and understand this policy.  Allow me to reproduce UA’s 
Academic Honor Pledge: 
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I promise or affirm that I will not at any time be involved with cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, or  
misrepresentation while enrolled as a student at the University of Alabama.  I have read the Academic Honor code, 
which explains disciplinary procedures that will result from the aforementioned.  I understand that violation of this code 
will result in penalties as severe as indefinite suspension from the University. 

 
Special Needs and Disability Accommodation 
To request disability accommodations/access, please contact Disability Services (205-348-4285).  After initial 
arrangements are made with Disability Services, please contact me to discuss accommodations and special 
needs.  Please  be  proac t iv e  in  r eques t ing  thes e  arrangements .  
 
Comportment 
I will strive to show you the utmost courtesy in this classroom and I expect the return, both for me and for 
your fellow classmates.  This is especially urgent given our current subject matter: few areas are more 
contentious, and few discussions more difficult, than those which we will be raising here.  Many of you come 
to this course with deeply-held beliefs that relate, either directly or tangentially, to the topics we will discuss.  
We must all be free to speak our minds; yet we must be mindful of one another as we do so.  I will therefore 
ask you to commit yourselves to respectful – but still vigorous – inquiry, argument and exchange.  I will do so 
as well. 
 
It should also be self-evident that students who engage in behavior that is disruptive or obstructive to the 
teaching/learning environment will be subject to disciplinary sanctions. Recording of lectures is prohibited.   
Please turn off or mute electronic devices before class starts.  Failure to do so will result in public ridicule.   
 

Unit I. Introduction 
How should we study this conflict?  What can we hope to learn from its study?  What presuppositions, expectations or beliefs of our own must 

we confront before we address ourselves to it? 
 

Thursday, 8/23: Introduction 
Topics:  Overview of course & requirements.  Territorial-geographical survey.   
 
Readings: n/a 
 

Tuesday, 8/28: Where is the Middle East? 
Topics: From Orientalism to Aladdin: the invention (and re-invention) of the Middle East  
 
Readings:   

• Roderic Davison: “Where is the Middle East?” Foreign Affairs 38 (1960). (packet) 
• Edward W. Said: “Arabs, Islam and the Dogmas of the West,” New York Times Book Review, 

31 October 1976.  (Packet) 
 
In-Class Screening:  

• “Arabian Nights.” (from Aladdin, dir. Ron Clements and John Musker, wr., Ron Clements et 
al., 1992). Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fANdw8AWkDU&NR=1 
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Thursday, 8/30: CLASSES DISMISSED.  Instructor presenting at the American Political 
Science Association.  Study for  your geography quiz!  

 

Tuesday, 9/4: The Problem of Beginnings: Israel, or Palestine? 
Topic: Conflicting and mutually exclusive narratives about the land and its people, and the lack of a 
common language to describe them. 
 
Readings:  

• Morris: Righteous Victims, pp. 3-13. (Bookstore/reserve) 
• Mark Tessler: A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (Indiana, 1994), pp. 1-24 and 69-96. 

(packet) 
 
MAP QUIZ TODAY  
 

UNIT II.  Empires: Palestine, the “Eastern Question” and the “Sick Man of 
Europe,” 1798-1914 

Here, we consider the emergence of a collective Palestinian identity in the context of growing European incursions and mounting 
challenges to the Ottoman Empire.  We will also explore the beginnings of modern Jewish nationalism, and the creation of a new 

Jewish community in Palestine – the ‘new Yishuv.’ 
 

Thursday, 9/6:  Empires and Imperialism 1: Palestine under the Ottomans 
Topics: Palestine and the Ottomans: the peasant revolt, the Ottoman reconquest, the Tanzimat, and 
Palestine’s entry into the world economy. 
 
Readings:  

• Kimmerling and Migdal: The Palestinian People, ch. 1, pp. 3-27. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Pamela Ann Smith: Palestine and the Palestinians, 1876-1983. (London: Croom Helm, 1984), 

chs. 1-2, pp. 7-16. (packet).  NOTE: there are two chapters reproduced in your packet, but read just the 
first one for today.  We’ll get to the second one in about 2 weeks. 

 
 

Tuesday, 9/11:  Empires and Imperialism 2: Europe and the “Eastern Question” 
Topics: European (and especially British) imperial expansion, the capitulations, and the ‘civilizing 
mission’ of Europe 
 
Readings: 

• David Fromkin: A Peace to End all Peace: Creating the Modern Middle East, 1914-1922. (New 
York: Henry Holt, 1989), pp. 23-44. (packet) 

• Eric Hobsbawm:  Age of Empire.  (Vintage, 1989), ch.3, pp. 56-83. (Packet) 
• Lord Cromer [Evelyn Baring]: “On the Government of Subject Races.” Edinburgh Review 

(January, 1908). (Recommended; online) 
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Thursday, 9/13: The Intensification of European Nationalism and the “Jewish Question”: 
1871-1914 
Topics: Modernization, the rise of nationalism in Europe, and its effects on Jewish politics and 
identity 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 14-26. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Mitchell Cohen: Zion and State: Nation, Class, and the Shaping of Modern Israel. (Blackwell, 1987), 

ch. 2, pp. 42-63. (packet) 
• Theodor Herzl: selections from The Jewish State, infra Dahbour and Ishay (eds.): The 

Nationalism Reader. (Humanities Press, 1995), pp. 125-131. (Packet)   
 

Tuesday, 9/18:  Jews and Arabs among the nations (1): The Beginnings of Palestinian 
Nationalism 
Topics: The beginnings of Palestinian nationalism, and ‘first contacts’ between Zionism and Arabs 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 26-36. (Bookstore/reserve) 
• Pamela Ann Smith: Palestine and the Palestinians, 1876-1983. (London: Croom Helm, 1984) pp. 

17-37. (packet) Note: In your packet, this will be the second chapter of Smith; we read the first one about 
two weeks back.   

• Michelle Campos: Ottoman Brothers: Muslims, Christians and Jews in Early 20th Century Palestine 
(Stanford, 2011), pp. 1-19. (packet) 

 

Thursday, 9/20:  Jews and Arabs among the nations (2): Jewish Nationalism in Palestine 
Topics: Jewish nationalism in Palestine and its myopias 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 37-66. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Haim Hazaz: “The Sermon.” [“Ha-Derasha”] Partisan Review, Vol. 23 (1956). (packet)  Please 

come prepared to discuss this short story in class.   
• “Yefim Gordon comes to Palestine.” In Tom Segev: One Palestine, Complete. (Metropolitan, 

2000), ch. 10.  (Recommended; gorgas reserve), or: 
• Amos Elon: Israelis: Founders and Sons (New York: Holt, Reinhart and Winston), pp. 148-86. 

(recommended; gorgas reserve) 
 
 
• NB (1):  you must pass your map quiz by today or drop the course !  
• NB (2):  you must se l e c t  e i ther  the examinat ion track or the research & writ ing track 

today,  and inform me of  your se l e c t ion!  
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Unit III. World War One and a ‘New World Order’: The Origins of a Zionist-
Palestinian Civil War 

WWI would not only remake Europe; it also profoundly transformed the political map of Israel/Palestine and the region. We will begin by surveying Great 
Britain’s promises to various political actors to gain their support during the course of the war and the tensions that emerged from those promises. Then we will 
look at the “British Mandate” – a period that lasted from 1918-1948, in which Britain ruled Palestine under a sanction (or ‘mandate’) from the League of 

Nations.  Ostensibly placed in Palestine to foster its development as an independent state, the mandate period witnessed a growing contest for hegemony 
between Zionist and Palestinian nationalists, culminating in the creation of an independent Jewish state and the expulsion and/or flight of some 700,000 

Palestinians. 
 

Tuesday, 9/25:  The Great War and the Orient: HMG’s “Three Promises”  
Topics: The Sykes-Picot agreement, the Husain-McMahon correspondence, and the Balfour 
declaration 
 
Readings: 

• Morris, pp. 67-88. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Laqueur pp. 11-20. (bookstore/reserve) 
• William Roger Louis: “The Era of the Mandates System and the Non-European World,” in 

Bull and Watson (eds.): The Expansion of International Society (Clarendon, 1984), ch. 13, pp. 
201-13. (packet) 

 
In-class screening:  

• Lawrence of Arabia (Motion Picture, Dir. David Lean, 1962), runtimes TBA.   
 
 

Thursday, 9/27: British Mandate (1): Building an Arab-Jewish Homeland? 
Topics: Britain’s ‘dual responsibility’ and the challenges it faced 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 88-120. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Laqueur, pp. 25-36. (bookstore/reserve) 

 
Assignment:  

• Research & Writ ing Track: Topic  for  your short  paper wi l l  be dis tr ibuted in today’s  
c lass .  

 

Tuesday, 10/2: British Mandate (2): Imperial interests and local obligations 
Topics: Was the ‘dual responsibility’ doomed from the start?   
 
Readings:  

• Ilan Pappe: A History of Modern Palestine: One Land, Two Peoples (Cambridge, 2006), ch.3, pp. 
72-102. (packet)  

• Ze’ev Jabotinsky: “The Iron Wall” (1922). Infra Rabinovitch and Reinharz (eds.): Israel and 
the Middle East. Brandeis, 2008), pp. 41-43. (packet) 
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In-Class Screening:  
• “A Collective Adventure.” (1939) online via Spielberg Film Archive, Hebrew University:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kUvjSFnK8XM&feature=search 
 
 

Thursday, October 4: Mid-Semester Break: Class Dismissed 
 

Tuesday, 10/9: The Great Revolt (1): No More Illusions 
Topic: The Palestinian uprising of 1936-39, with an eye to its causes, and its effects on both the 
Palestinian and Zionist leadership in Palestine.   
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 121-60. (bookstore/reserve)   
 
Assignment:  

• Research/writ ing track : first paper due in class today  
• Examinat ion Track: Study guides for 1st midterm will be distributed in class. 

 

Thursday, 10/11: The Great Revolt (2): Partition, Fascism and the Road to '48 
Topic: The revolt in its larger context: the rise of fascism in Europe, Britain’s eventual departure, and 
the road to civil war. 
 
Readings: 

• Morris, pp. 161-73. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Laqueur, pp. 41-57. (bookstore/reserve) 
• “Interview of a deputation of Arab Women’s Committees in Jerusalem, at Government 

House on Thursday, 24 March 1938.” In Fortina and Frierson (eds.): The Modern Middle East: 
A Sourcebook for History (Oxford, 2006), pp. 205-213.  (packet) 

 
 
Tuesday, 10/16: First Midterm Examination 
 

• Students on examination track: bring two blank examination books and a dark colored pen 
• Students on research/writing track: review your paper for critique 

Unit IV. 1948, WARS OF DECOLONIZATION, AND THE EMERGENCE 
OF THE ‘ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT’  

 
Here we examine the period between UN’s Partition of Palestine in 1947 and the Suez Crisis of 1956: we will focus on the War of 1948, the dispossession 
of the majority of the Arab population of Palestine, the establishment of the State of Israel, and the waning influence of Britain and France as colonial powers. 

No less important, we’ll examine a subtle shift in nomenclature: from an Israeli-Palestinian conflict to an Israeli-Arab one.  What does that change in 
nomenclature conceal, and what events will force its subsequent reconsideration? 
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Thursday, 10/18: War of 1948 (1): From Civil War to Nakba  
Topics: First phase of the 1948 war: Yishuv vs. the Palestinian Arabs 
 
Readings: 

• Morris, pp. 173-214. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Walid Khalidi (ed.): All that Remains (Institute for Palestine Studies, 1992), pp. 193-198.  

(packet) 
• Laqueur, pp. 62-77. (bookstore/reserve; recommended)  

 
In-class screening: 

• Segments from Kedma (motion picture; dir. Amos Gita’i), runtimes TBA.  
 

Tuesday, 10/23: War of 1948 (2): Regional War and Atzma'ut  
Topics: Second phase of the 1948 war: Israel and the Arab states 
 
Readings: 

• Morris, pp. 215-58. (bookstore/reserve)  
• Constantine K. Zurayk: The Meaning of the Catastrophe [Ma’ana al-Nakba]. (Beirut: Khayat’s 

Book Cooperative, 1956). (Recommended; online) 
• Musa Alami: “The Lesson of Palestine.” Middle East Journal, 3:4 (Oct., 1949), pp. 373-405. 

(Recommended; online, or via Gorgas) 
• Shimon Peres: “The Quest for Arms.” (selections from David’s Sling). In Rabinovitch and 

Reinharz (eds.): Israel in the Middle East (University Press of New England, 2008), pp. 133-40. 
(Recommended; online) 

 
In-class Screening (if we have time):  

• Remainder of Kedma 
 
 

Thursday, 10/25: Postwar: “Small, Beautiful Israel" and Palestinian Organization in Exile 
Topics: Israeli state-building and Palestinian politics-in-exile; the disappearance of ‘Palestine’ and the 
emergence of the ‘Arab-Israeli conflict’; the “missing peace.” 
 
Readings:  

• Kimmerling and Migdal, pp. 214-239. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Tom Segev: 1949: The First Israelis. (Henry Holt, 1986), introduction, pp. ix-xx. (packet) 
• Laqueur, pp. 81-7. (bookstore/reserve) 

 
In-Class/Optional Screenings:  

• “Interview with Abba Eban.” The Mike Wallace Interviews, 4.12.1958, Harry Ransom Center at 
the University of Texas, Austin. 
http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/multimedia/video/2008/wallace/eban_abba.html  
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• Song: “Shir ha-Re’ut” [‘Song of Comraderie’] (Lyrics, Esther Ofarim; perf. Israel Defence 
Forces Pioneer-Fighting Youth Corps Entertainment Troop [Lahakat ha-Nacha”l]). 
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=tw8-CVakruA&vq=small 

 
 

Tuesday, 10/30:  “Who’s In Charge Here?!” Israel and the Arab States between Imperial 
Orders 
Topics: Doves vs. Hawks in Israel, the ‘border wars’, and the Suez crisis (with quick asides to the 
Baghdad Pact and Nasserism)  
 
Readings: 

• Morris, pp. 259-301. (bookstore/reserves) 
• Moshe Sharett: “The Clash with David Ben-Gurion over Defense Policies.” In Rabinovitch 

and Reinharz: Israel and the Middle East (University Press of New England, 2008), pp. 130-33. 
(packet) 
 

In-class screening (if we have time; if not, feel free to check it out from the music library’s reserve desk):  
• “What will become of the Empire!?” from Lipstick on your Collar (Television miniseries; Dir., 

Renny Ryle, Writing, Dennis Potter, 1993/6). Runtimes TBA. 
 
 

Thursday, 11/1  Two Asides 
Topics: We will briefly explore two aspects of the conflict that, while important, do not fit neatly in 
any one place along our timeline.  First, we will consider the origins and development of Israel’s 
national security policy and its combat doctrine – both would have major implications for the future 
of the conflict.  Second, we will consider the dilemma of those Palestinian Arabs who remained in 
Israel after 1948, and the complications facing their situation as citizens of the Israeli state. 
 
Readings: 

• Kimmerling and Migdal, pp. 169-213. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Tawfik Ziyad: “Here we will stay.” Palestine-Israel Journal 1:4 (1994) (poem).  (online) 
• Ze’ev Schiff: A History of the Israeli Army (Macmillan, 1985), ch.8, pp. 115-23.  (packet) 
• Yisrael Tal: National Security: The Israeli Experience (Greenwood, 2000), chs. 6-9, pp. 39-58. 

(recommended; packet) 
• Anton Shammas: “Palestinians in Israel.” In Elie Rekhess (ed.): Arab Politics in Israel at a 

Crossroads. (Tel Aviv: Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies, 
1996), pp.  13-25. (recommended; online) 

• Sharif Kanaana: “Survival Strategies of Arabs in Israel.” MERIP 41 October, 1975), pp. 3-18. 
(recommended; online) 
 

In-class screening (if we have time; if not, feel free to check it out from the music library’s reserve desk):  
• Selection from ‘Avodah ‘Aravit (Arab Labour), wr. Sayed Kashua, Dir. Ron Ninio. (Television 

series) 
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Unit V. THE MIDDLE EASTERN COLD WAR  
The great powers of the 19th century – Britain and France – fade into the background as the age of the ‘superpowers’ (a new word, invented in the 1940s by 

Columbia professor William TR Fox) begins.  Israel and Palestine are now subsumed into the geopolitical contest between the US and the USSR; that 
standoff which we know as the Cold War.  We examine the 1967 War, the War of Attrition, the 1973 War, and finally, Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in 

1981-2 in relation to the politics of the bipolar order.  
 

Tuesday, 11/6:  June 1967 and After (1) 
Topics: In Israel it’s called the “Six-Day War”, in Arabic either the June War or the Naksa 
(“setback”).  Either way, it transformed the conflict and the region profoundly; today we consider 
the events leading up to it and its immediate outcomes.   
 
Readings: 

• Morris, pp. 302-46. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Laqueur, pp. 98-116. (bookstore/reserve) – recommended. 

 

Thursday, 11/8:  June 1967 and After (2):  
Topics: we consider the conflict from a longer-term perspective: its place in the Cold War and the 
armed, violent stalemate that ensued between Israel and Egypt (the ‘War of Attrition’) in the wake of 
it.  We will also begin to consider the effects of this war on Palestinian politics: from the emergence 
of a more capable Palestinian resistance movement (and the backlash against it – Jordan’s “Black 
September” to broader cultural and generational shifts within the Palestinian diaspora. 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 347-86. (bookstore/reserve) 
• Laqueur, pp. 121-31. (bookstore/reserve) – recommended. 
• Yezid Sayigh: “Guerrilla War in Theory and Practice ” in Armed Struggle and the Search for State: 

The Palestinian National Movement, 1949-1993. (Oxford: Clarendon, 1997) ch. 8, pp. 195-242. 
(recommended; gorgas reserve).  

• Abu Iyad [Salah Khalaf]: My Home, My Land: A Narrative of the Palestinian Struggle.  (New York: 
Times Books, 1981), pp. 50-96. (recommended; gorgas reserve) 

 
Assignments: 

• Research/Writ ing Track : Topics for second paper distributed today 

 

Tuesday, 11/13: June 1967 and After (3): 
Topic: We continue our discussion of generational shifts within Palestinian politics after 1967, 
through a sustained discussion of Ghassan Kanafani’s provocative novella: The Return to Haifa. 
 
Readings: 

• Ghassan Kanafani: “The Return to Haifa.” in Palestine’s Children. (Lynne Rienner, 2001), pp. 
149-96 (packet) 
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Assignments:  

• Examinat ion track: Study guide for second midterm distributed in class today 
 

Thursday, 11/15:  From the 'Year of Decision' to the War of 1973 
Topics: Anwar Sadat’s initial diplomatic efforts, and the surprise attack of 1973 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 387-400, 433-443 (bookstore/reserve)  
• Laqueur, pp. 143-63 (bookstore/reserve) 
• Robert Alter: “The Masada Complex.” Commentary 56:1 (July, 1973, pp. 19-24. (recommended; 

online) 
 
Assignments:  

• Research/Writing Track: Second Papers due today! 
 
 
Tuesday, 11/20: Second Midterm Examination 

• Students on examination track: bring two blank examination books and a dark colored pen 
• Students on research/writing track: review your paper for critique 

 
 

Thursday, 11/22: Class Dismissed. 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Tuesday, 11/27:  The Americans Take Over: Camp David, the Egyptian-Israeli Peace and 
Détente  
Topics: Shuttle diplomacy, the rise of the Israeli peace movement, and the Egyptian-Israeli peace 
negotiations 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 444-493 (bookstore/reserve) 
• Laqueur, pp. 203-228 (bookstore/reserve) – recommended 

 
Screening:  

• Clips: on Sadat in Jerusalem 
 
 

Thursday, 11/29: The Second Cold War (1): The Lebanon War 
Topics: The Israeli invasion of Lebanon: causes, conditions and consequences. 
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 502-516; 525-60 (bookstore/reserve) 
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• Laqueur, pp. 239-48; 252-63; 269-76 – recommended. 
 
In-Class Screening (or recommended, if we don’t have time):  

• Selections from “The War of Lebanon,” (Al-Jazeera/Sabbah Media Corporation, 2001), 
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6D23FC7D0ECF85D2&feature=plcp  

• Selections from Waltz with Bashir (wr. And dir. Ari Folman, 2008), Runtimes TBA. (On 
reserve with the music library at gorgas) 

 

Tuesday, 12/4: The Second Cold War (2): Israeli Settlement Policy and the First Int i fada  
Topics: Israel’s ‘creeping annexation’ policy, settlement expansion, the emergence of a local 
Palestinian leadership, the Iran-Iraq war, and the Palestinian uprising of 1987.  
 
Readings:  

• Morris, pp. 561-602 (bookstore/reserve)  
• Selections from Joe Sacco: Palestine. (Fantagraphic, 2001), pp. 265-275. (packet) 
• Laqueur, pp. 314-21; 323-53  (bookstore/reserve) – recommended. 

 
Assignments:  

• Both tracks:  Study guide for final examination will be distributed in class today 

 

Unit VI. AFTER THE COLD WAR (or, the “New World Order?”)  
   In this final section we examine the contemporary history of the conflict, focusing in particular on two related and nearly-coincident events:  the Palestinian 
uprising against Israel known as the Intifada and the dissolution of the Soviet Union.  The course concludes with an examination of international peace- 
making efforts in 1994 (the “Oslo-Madrid Process”) that established partial Palestinian rule over some of the West Bank and the Gaza strip.  If time 

permits, we will also consider events that have taken place since 2000, with the collapse of the Oslo-Madrid Process and the outbreak of the Second Intifada. 
 

Thursday, 12/6:  From Baghdad to Oslo: Pax Americana?   
Topics: The “New World Order:” US-led peace negotiations of the 1990s, considered in local, 
regional and geopolitical context 
 
Readings: 

• Morris, pp. 603-40 (bookstore/reserve) 
• “Another Encounter,” in Uri Savir: The Process: 1,100 Days that Changed the Middle East 

(Random House, 1998), pp. 314-5. (packet)  
• Laqueur, pp. 403-435; 442-477; 487-99 – Recommended. 
• Avi Shlaim: War and Peace in the Middle East. (Viking, 1994), recommended.  (Gorgas reserve) 

 

Bonus Lecture:  New World Orders (2): The Collapse of Oslo and the Second Intifada 
Topics: The failure to reach a comprehensive solution will be explored, as will the consequences of 
that failure: the move from conflict resolution to conflict management in the context of 9/11, and 
the challenge to ‘statist’ camps in both Israel and Palestine.  If time permits, we will consider the 
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Occupied Territories as a ‘laboratory of catastrophe’, the domestic political deadlocks in both Israel 
and Palestine, and ongoing state-building efforts on the West Bank (‘Fayyadism’). 
 
[Note :  this  l e c ture wi l l  be opt ional ,  to  make up for  missed c lasses  – and for  some extra credi t !   
Exact  t ime TBA – but f ee l  f r ee  to br ing your quest ions for  the f inal  as wel l .   I  wi l l  be g lad to 

answer any and al l  quest ions .]  
 
Readings (recommended):  

• Morris, pp. 640-94 (bookstore/reserve) 
• Ari Shavit, "Survival of the Fittest," [interview with Benny Morris] Haaretz, January 9, 2004 

(Reprinted in Logos, 3:1 (Winter, 2004), np. http://www.logosjournal.com/issue3.1.htm; 
(packet) 

• Joel Beinin: “No more tears.” Middle East Report, 34:230 (Spring 2004), np.  (packet) 
• Laqueur, pp. 541-545; 548-560; 562-7, 591-4 (packet) 

  
 
 

FINAL EXAMINATION:  
Dec. 11, 11:30-2:00 (please  con f i rm wi th  r eg i s t rar) 

 
(Note: Date and time correct as of August, 2012.  You may wish to check the registrar’s website for confirmation:  

http://registrar.ua.edu/academics/final-exam-schedules/) 
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Would you like to learn more? 

Unit I. Introduction 
Where is the Middle East? 
For an introduction into the writings of Edward Said and Orientalism, either The Edward Said Reader (Vintage, 
2000), or A. L. Macfie’s Orientalism: A Reader (NYU Press, 2001) are good places to start.  Difficult, but 
especially rewarding given our concerns here, is Gil Anidjar’s The Jew, The Arab: A History of the Other (Stanford, 
2003).  For related questions of mass-media depictions of the middle east and their connections to US foreign 
and security policy, check out Melani Mcallister: Epic Encounters: culture, media, and U.S. interests in the Middle East 
since 1945. (California, 2005); Douglas Little: American Orientalism: the United States and the Middle East since 1945 
(North Carolina 2002), and Christina Klein: Cold War Orientalism: Asia in the middlebrow imagination, 1945-1961.  
On the origins of the term ‘Middle East’ and its connection to British imperialism, see Roger Adelson’s 
London and the Invention of the Middle East: money, power, and war, 1902-1922 (Yale, 1995); Karl E. Meyer and 
Shareen Blair Brysac: Kingmakers: the invention of the modern Middle East, and Fromkin’s A Peace to End All Peace, 
sections of which we’ll read in the coming weeks.  An interesting political-science perspective can be found in 
Ian Lustick: “The Absence of Middle Eastern Great Powers: Political ‘‘Backwardness’’ in Historical 
Perspective.” International Organization 51:4 (Autumn 1997), pp. 653–83. 
 
On the Problem of Beginnings 
Sources on the multiple lexicality of the land – the fact that it is so many things to so many people -- is widely 
considered in both imaginative and scholarly literature.  On the literary/imaginative side, consider works like 
Tariq Ali’s Book of Saladin (Verso, 1998), A. B. Yehoshua’s The Liberated Bride, A Woman in Jerusalem, and Journey 
to the End of the Millennium, Kenan Makiya’s Rock: A Tale of Seventh-Century Jerusalem. (Pantheon, 2001), Raja 
Shehada’s Palestinian Walks (Profile, 2002), James Michener’s The Source (Fawcett-Crest, 1983) and films like 
Elia Suleiman’s Divine Intervention.  For poetry, T. Carmi’s Modern Hebrew Poem Itself and Penguin Book of Hebrew 
Verse are remarkable sources; so are Salma Jayyusi’s numerous Anthologies of Arabic and Palestinian poetry 
and prose.  For nonfiction treatments, consider Meron Benvenisti’s Sacred Landscape (California, 2002) and 
Attias and Benbassa’s Israel, the Impossible Land (Stanford, 2002).  There is also a remarkable ‘mediterraneanist’ 
literature that is of interest in exploring the region’s remarkable diversity over time: Waleed Hazbun’s Beaches, 
Ruins, Resorts: The Politics of Tourism in the Arab World (Minnesota, 2008); Iain Chambers: Mediterranean Crossings: 
The Politics of an Interrupted Modernity, (Duke, 2008); Jan Assman’s Moses the Egyptian (Harvard, 1997); SD 
Goitein’s A Mediterranean Society (California, 2003); David Abulafia’s The Great Sea (Oxford, 2011) and 
Peregrine Horden: The Corrupting Sea (Wiley-Blackwell, 2000). 
 

UNIT II.  Empires: Palestine, the “Eastern Question” and the “Sick Man of 
Europe,” 1798-1914 
On the Ottoman empire, and Ottoman Palestine 
Shaw and Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey (Cambridge, 1977), 2 vols.; Gideon Biger: The 
Boundaries of Modern Palestine, 1840-1947, Routledge, 2004); Donna Robinson Divine: Politics and Society in 
Ottoman Palestine: The Arab Struggle for Survival and Power. (Lynne Rienner, 1994); Gudrun Krämer: A History of 
Palestine from the Ottoman Conquest to the Founding of the State of Israel (Princeton 2008); Arieh Bruce Saposnik: 
Becoming Hebrew: the creation of a Jewish national culture in Ottoman Palestine (Oxford, 2008); Moshe Maoz: Ottoman 
Reform in Syria and Palestine, 1840-1861 (Clarendon, 1968); and Salim Tamari: The Year of the Locust: A Soldier's 
Diary and the Erasure of Palestine's Ottoman Past. (California, 2011).  Jewish life in the old yishuv is also evocatively 
portrayed in the remarkable stories of S. Y. Agnon; see any number of a variety of anthologies.  For a 
magisterial discussion of intellectual transformations in the Arab world in the late Ottoman period, see Albert 
Hourani’s Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age (Cambridge, 1983).  
 
Nations and Nationalism: General, Jewish and Palestinian 
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By far the two most influential contemporary theoretical accounts of nationalism are Benedict Anderson’s 
Imagined Communities (Verso, 2006) and Ernest Gellner’s Nations and Nationalism (Cornell, 1983); I also like 
Rogers Brubaker’s Nationalism Reframed (Cambridge, 1996) and Liah Greenfeld’s Nationalism: Five Roads to 
Modernity (Harvard, 1992).  For a good sampling of older accounts, see Geoff Eley and Ronald Grigor Suny’s 
excellent Becoming National: A Reader (Oxford, 1996).   
 
On varieties and schools of thought in Zionism, check out Arthur Herzberg’s The Zionist Idea: a Historical 
Analysis and Reader, (Antheneum, 1972) and Shlomo Avineri’s The Making of Modern Zionism (Basic Books, 
1981). For a recent single-volume history of the movement, see David Engel’s Zionism (Longman, 2009) or 
Walter Laqueur’s older A History of Zionism.  Amos Elon’s biography Herzl (Schocken, 1986) is also highly 
readable.   
 
For a visual sense of the world from which European Zionism emerged, see Zvi Gitelman’s Century of 
Ambivalence: the Jews of Russia and the Soviet Union, 1881 to the Present (Schocken, 1988), Roman Vishniac’s 
Vanished World (Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 1983) and Eugene Avrutin’s Photographing the Jewish Nation: Pictures 
from S. An-sky's Ethnographic Expeditions (Brandeis, 2009).  There is also a voluminous tradition of both folk 
and ‘high’ literature: from Scholem Aleichem to S. An-sky to Isaac Beshevis Singer; readers and collections 
are widely available.  For a recent, highly provocative attack on traditional narratives of Jewish national 
history by a prominent Israeli scholar, see Shlomo Sand: The Invention of the Jewish People. (Verso, 2009).   
 
For discussions of Palestinian nationalism, see Rashid Khalidi: Palestinian Identity: the Construction of Modern 
National Consciousness (Columbia, 1997); Meir Litvak (ed.): Palestinian Collective Memory and National Identity 
(Palgrave, 2009); Muhammad Muslih: The Origins of Palestinian Nationalism (Columbia, 1989); Haim Gerber: 
Remembering and Imagining Palestine: Identity and Nationalism from the Crusades to the Present (Palgrave, 2008); 
Youssef M. Choeuri: Arab Nationalism: A History (Blackwell, 2000); Sylvia Haim: Arab Nationalism: An 
Anthology (California, 1962);  and Yehoshua Porath: The Emergence of the Palestinian National Movement (Cass, 
1974), 2 vols; Pamela Ann Smith, Palestine and the Palestinians, 1876–1983 (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1984); 
Beshara Doumani: Rediscovering Palestine Merchants and Peasants in Jabal Nablus, 1700–1900 (California, 1995).  
To get a sense of Palestinian folk culture, check out Ibrahim Muhawi’s and Sharif Kanaana’s Speak Bird, Speak 
Again: Palestinian Arab Folktales (California, 1989) or the music collections at 
http://www.barghouti.com/folklore/voice/ and http://www.palhc.net/music/index.html; To get a visual 
sense of Palestine in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, check out Jacob Landau’s Abdul-Hamid's Palestine 
(Andre Deutsch,1979) and in particular Walid Khalidi’s Before Their Diaspora: a Photographic History of the 
Palestinians, 1876-1948 (Institute for Palestine Studies, 1991). The watercolors of David Roberts are also 
iconic; see W.D. Davies, et al. (eds.): Jerusalem and the Holy Land Rediscovered: The Prints of David Roberts (1796-
1864) (Duke, 1996). 
 
For considerations of Zionism’s development in Palestine, see Anita Shapira: Land and Power: The Zionist Turn 
to Force 1888-1948 (Stanford, 1999); Boaz Neumann: Land and Desire in early Zionism (Brandeis, 2011); Ran 
Aaronsohn: Rothschild and Early Jewish Colonization in Palestine (Magnes, 2000); Oz Almog: The Sabra: The 
Creation of the New Jew (California, 2000), Anat Hellman: Young Tel Aviv (Brandeis, 2010); Joel Beinin: Was the 
red flag flying there? Marxist politics and the Arab-Israeli conflict in Egypt and Israel (California, 1990); Zachary 
Lockman: Comrades and enemies: Arab and Jewish workers in Palestine, 1906-1948 (California, 1996); Ze’ev 
Sternhell: Founding Myths of Israel (Princeton, 1998). Older works of note include David Vital’s Zionism: The 
Crucial Phase (Oxford: Clarendon, 1987) and Michael Shalev’s Labor and the Political Economy in Israel 
(Oxford University Press, 1992).  Howard Sachar’s A History of Israel: From the Rise of Zionism to Our Time. 
(Knopf, 1999) is a readable and widely available, if not somewhat uncritical. For literary representations of 
pre-state Zionism, see Moshe Shamir’s He Walked Through the Fields in Modern Israeli Drama (Farleigh 
Dickenson University Press, 1983) and Arthur Koestler’s Thieves in the Night (Macmillan, 1946). 
 
Unit III. World War One and a New Imperial Order: The Origins of a Zionist-
Palestinian Civil War 



 18 

 
World War One and the Middle East: HMG’s Three Promises 
Accounts of this period are numerous to list completely; this is, after all, the era of T.E. Lawrence (of 
“Lawrence of Arabia” fame), and his ‘star quality’ makes it a favorite topic for historians both popular and 
scholarly.  His own Seven Pillars of Wisdom is a fascinating read (and is still read by students of guerrilla 
warfare). George Antonius’ The Arab Awakening (Lippincott, 1939) provides a view of the period sympathetic 
to Arab nationalism; more recent scholarly treatments include Isaiah Friedman’s The Question of Palestine, 1914-
1918 (Routledge, 1974); Elie Kedourie: In the Anglo-Arab Laybrinth: The McMahon-Husayn Correspondence and 
Its Interpretations, 1914-1939 (Cambridge, 1976); and Albert Hourani’s “The Arab Awakening Forty 
Years After.” In The Emergence of the Modern Middle East (Macmillan, 1981). Jonathan Schneer’s recent 
The Balfour Declaration: The Origins of the Arab-Israeli Conflict (Random House, 2010) is less scholarly than these 
works, but highly readable. 
 
Palestine under the British 
Among volumes devoted wholly or mostly to the politics of the British mandate, Tom Segev’s One Palestine, 
Complete: Jews and Arabs under the British Mandate (Metropolitan, 2000) is probably the most readable. Donna 
Robinson Divine’s Exiled in the Homeland (Texas, 2009), and Naomi Shephard’s Ploughing Sand (John Murray, 
1999) are also informative; so is Kenneth Stein’s The Land Question in Palestine, 1917-1939 (North Carolina, 
1984).  See also Rory Miller (ed.): Britain, Palestine, and Empire: The Mandate Years (Ashgate, 2010).  On the 1936 
revolt, see Ted Swedenburg’s: Memories of Revolt: The 1936-1939 Rebellion and the Palestinian National Past 
(Minnesota, 1995). 
 

Unit IV. 1948, WARS OF DECOLONIZATION, AND THE EMERGENCE OF 
THE ‘ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT’  
1948 and After 
Current historical understandings of the 1948 war and its aftereffects are most deeply affected by a group of 
Israel scholars known as the ‘new historians’: Benny Morris, Ilan Pappe, Anita Shapira and others.  Though 
not without their critics, their work remains the best place to start: have a look at Morris’ Birth of the Palestinian 
Refugee Problem Revisited (Cambridge, 2004).  Yoav Gelber’s Palestine: 1948 (Sussex Academic 2006), David Tal’s 
War in Palestine, 1948 (Psychology Press, 2004) are also useful, while Eugene L. Rogan’s edited volume The 
War for Palestine: Rewriting the History of 1948 (Cambridge, 2001) brings together essays from a variety of 
contemporary viewpoints.  For literary portrayals, see Imil Habibi’s The Secret Life of Saeed, the Pess-Optimist 
(Vantage, 1982), and S. Yizhar’s Khirbet Khizah (Ibis, 2008).  Works that explore collective memory around the 
war include Efrat Ben-Zeev: Remembering Palestine in 1948: Beyond National Narratives (Cambridge, 2008), Susan 
Slyomovics: The Object of Memory: Arab and Jew Narrate the Palestinian Village (Pennsylvania, 1998). 
 
On Israeli and Palestinian political and institutional development after 1948 
On Israel, see Asher Arian: Politics in Israel: the Second Generation (Chatham House, 1989); SN Eistenstadt: Israeli 
Society (Basic Books, 1967); Eva Etzioni-Halevy: Political Culture in Israel (Praeger, 1977); Don Peretz and 
Gideon Doron: The Government and Politics of Israel (Westview, 1997), 2nd ed.; Dan Horowitz and Moshe Lissak: 
Trouble in Utopia (SUNY, 1989) and the relevant chapters in Alan Dowty: The Jewish State: A Century Later. 
(California, 1998).  For developmental accounts of Palestinian politics, see Yezid Sayigh: Armed Struggle and the 
Search for State: The Palestinian National Movement, 1949-1993. (Oxford: Clarendon, 1997); Barry Rubin: The 
Transformation of Palestinian Politics (Harvard, 1999); Rashid Khalidi: Under Siege: PLO Decisionmaking During the 
1982 War (Columbia, 1985); Amal Jamal: The Palestinian National Movement: Politics of Contention, 1967-2005 
(Indiana, 2005). 
 
Arab and Palestinian identity in Israel  
See Asad Ghanem: “State and minority in Israel: the case of ethnic state and the predicament of its minority.” 
Ethnic and Racial Studies 21:3 (1998), pp. 428-448; Majid al-Haj: “The Status of Palestinians in Israel: A Double 



 19 

Periphery in an Ethno-National State.” In Alan Dowty (ed.): Critical Issues in Israeli Society. (Praeger, 2004), pp. 
95-109-26; Eli Rekhess: “The Evolvement of an Arab–Palestinian National Minority in Israel,” Israel Studies, 
Volume 12, Number 3, Fall 2007, pp. 1-28; Nadim N. Rouhana: Palestinian Citizens in an Ethnic Jewish State: 
Identities in Conflict (Yale, 1997); Ian Lustick: Arabs in the Jewish State (Texas, 1980); Ilan Peleg and Dov 
Waxman: Israel’s Palestinians: The Conflict Within. (Cambridge, 2011); Sammy Smooha, “Ethnic Democracy: 
Israel as an Archetype.” Israel Studies 2:2 (1997), pp. 198-241; Oren Yiftachel: Ethnocracy: Land and Identity 
Politics in Israel/Palestine (Pennsylvania, 2006).  Less scholarly, but highly readable, is David Grossman: Sleeping 
on a Wire: Conversations with Palestinians in Israel (Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 1993).  Interesting novels include 
Anton Shammas’ Arabesques (various editions) and Sayed Kashua’s Dancing Arabs and Let it Be Morning.   
 
On the formation of Israel’s national security doctrine and civil-military relations in Israel 
On national security doctrine, see Ariel Levite: Offense and Defense in Israeli Military Doctrine (Westview, 1990); 
Mark Heller: Continuity and Change in Israeli Security Policy, Adelphi paper no. 335 (Oxford, 2000); Martin Van 
Creveld: The Sword and the Olive (Public Affairs, 1998).  On Civil and civic-military relations in Israel, see 
Yehuda Ben-Meir: Civil-Military Relations in Israel (Columbia, 1995), Yoram Peri: Generals in the Cabinet Room 
(US Institute of Peace, 2006); and Amos Perlmutter: Politics and the Military in Israel, 1967-77 (Frank Cass, 
1978); Reuven Gal: A Portrait of the Israeli Soldier (Westport, 1986); Edna Lomsky-Feder and Eyal Ben-Ari: The 
Military and Militarism in Israel (SUNY, 1999); Baruch Kimmerling: The Interrupted System (Transaction, 1985); 
Ron Krebs: Fighting for Rights (Cornell, 2006); Stuart Cohen: “Portrait of the New Israeli Soldier” MERIA 
Journal 1:4 (December, 1997), np (http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1997/issue4/jv1n4a3.html); Yagil Levy: 
Israel’s Militarist Materialism (Lexington, 2007).  
 

Units V and VI. UNDER CONSTRUCTION.  

(As I said, this is a work in progress…watch this space!) 

 


