
  PSC 422-005: Israel, Palestine and the Politics of Jewish Fear 
The University of Alabama 

Department of Political Science, Spring 2014 
1-1:50 pm MWF ten Hoor 258 

Dr. Daniel Levine 
daniel.j.levine@ua.edu  

Office Hours: 2-3:30, Monday & Wednesday, ten Hoor 308 
Last Revised: 4 January, 2014 

 

 
 

Lego Concentration Camp, Zbigniew Libera (1996) 
Image: http://raster.art.pl/gallery/artists/libera/libera_lego.htm (last accessed 3 Jan 2014) 

 
 
Overview and Course Format 
Scholars both within Israel and abroad have long discussed that state’s extreme concern with national 
security issues; its ‘culture of national security.’  Both critics of Israeli policy and those sympathetic to it, 
moreover, understand that culture as something essential or unique.  Israeli security concerns may be 
explained in psychological terms (as a feature of Jewish collective memory and historical trauma); in 
religious-strategic ones (Jews as a ‘nation that dwells alone’ and thus wants for allies); or in political-
sociological ones (as producing a unique combination of institutions, stresses and burdens).  But in all these 
cases, the assumption of a uniquely “Jewish” form of fear serves as the primary point of analytical 
departure.  In this seminar, we consider these assumptions and their consequences.  What stereotypes about 
Jews and Israelis, Arabs and Palestinians, does it smuggle in?  What conversations does it stifle or 
suppress?  What if we consider Israeli security concerns in broader terms:  as a symptom of broader 
strategic and existential problems that are general to world politics in the late modern era?   
 
A note at the outset: this is an advanced undergraduate research seminar.  While there are no 
prerequisites, some background knowledge of the Middle East, and of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
in particular, will be helpful; so will strong reading and writing skills.  Students will be expected to 
attend regularly, read carefully, and participate actively.  Expect to write, and revise, a lot.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Students enrolled in this course will be expected to:  
 

• Read and analyze conceptually challenging texts with an eye to their key arguments; 
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• Relate those texts to one another in terms of agreement or disagreement, whether in conversation 
(discussion), in formal academic writing (papers), or in timed expository writing (exams); 

• Reflect on the key themes of this course – modernity, violence, secularism, religion, etc. – with 
specific reference to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and Israeli domestic politics;  

• Formulate and sustain original arguments based on these reflections. 
 
In practice, the substantive aim of this course is threefold.  First, to suggest a distinction between Israel as 
an existing political, social and cultural reality – distinct from, if not wholly unrelated to, the “Israels” we 
may all have in mind.  Second, to explore that reality as a modern political project: one built by people with 
particular ideals, and particular ideas about how the world works, in mind.  Third, to explore the centrality 
of fear to those ideas.   
 
We seek, then, to explore sensibilities, priorities, memories and expectations.  Not to moralize, but to 
interrogate: patiently, sensitively and persistently.  We will examine memories, as these are experienced, 
codified, and passed on; common sense, as it forms and is deployed; and political and territorial space, as it 
is created and traversed. 
 
This course has a second set of aims as well.  It is to familiarize you with academic modes of thinking, 
reading, discussing and writing. As regards reading and discussion: the course is built around readings and 
discussions, with some background lecture from me for context.  The readings vary and include both 
academic writing (from history, sociology, anthropology, political science, cultural studies) and 
imaginative literature (poetry, prose, reportage, graphic novels, films and TV).  It is incumbent upon you 
not merely to read these, but to do so carefully, reflectively, and selectively.  By this I mean: with an eye to 
‘big picture’ arguments, even when details are confusing or unclear.  The materials I have chosen are 
highly challenging. Dealing with that challenge – ‘finding your way into a text’ – is an important skill. Do 
not worry if there are passages or concepts you don’t understand.  That’s what discussion is for – to unpack 
those challenges in the company of your classmates, many of whom are no doubt experiencing the same 
difficulties.  I’m less worried that we get through all the material than that we have productive, scholarly 
conversations.   
 
Course Requirements and Assessment 
First, your active preparation and participation is required.  This is a small seminar course, and informed, 
active participation is key.  Merely being present does not suffice.  You will find it difficult to ‘hide’ among 
your peers, and you should expect to be ‘called out’ if you try.  I will notice prolonged absences or lapses in 
participation, and they will affect your grade.  On certain weeks, I may circulate questions from the text, or 
ask you to submit questions online: I will expect you to have read these questions and thought them 
through, or to discuss them.  Please bring texts to class with you to facilitate discussion, as well as any 
notes you have taken on them.  Digital copies are fine. 
 
Second, we will be spending a lot time writing papers and revising them.  Accordingly, you will each 
submit three (or perhaps two, see below) short length (4-6 pp.) papers, based on in-class readings; these 
will be returned to you with extensive comments. Students who have problems with mechanics, syntax or 
organizing their ideas into clear academic writing will be expected to address themselves to these problems 
and resubmit a ‘cleaner’ piece of work.  Students who evince mastery of these basic communicative skills 
early on will be pointed to additional texts or more sophisticated arguments.  The logic here is that you 
each come with your own strengths and weaknesses; my aim is to meet you where you are and help you 
progress. It is in your interest to use this opportunity to ‘workshop’ your academic writing.  To ‘sweeten the 
deal,’ students who submit two revise-and-resubmits will be exempted from writing a third paper.   
 
I strongly recommend that you avail yourself of the services offered by the Writing Center, Lloyd Hall 
Room 322 (for directions and setting up appointments, visit www.as.ua.edu/writingcenter).  An extra set of 
eyes proofreading your work never hurts.   
 
Third, there will be a two-hour written final.  The final will center on open-format essay questions, and will 
emphasize the substantive topics of the course.  Questions will be pre-circulated, and can – if you all wish – 
be offered in a take-home format.      
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How your Final Grade Will be Calculated: 
Participation   20% 
Short paper 1   20% 
Short paper 2    20% 
Short paper 3   20%** 
Final    20% 
Total    100% 
 
**unless student does revise and resubmit option; in that case, the two papers will each count for 30% of 
the final grade 
 
Readings 
Most of our readings will be on the course’s Blackboard Learn website.  However, copyright restrictions 
mean that some texts will either have to be purchased (or in one case, ordered as an e-book).  Where 
possible, I have asked the library to place copies of readings on reserve – simply go to Gorgas and you may 
check them out for two hours at a time.  You may also find cheaper copies online.  

 
• My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel. Ari Shavit (Spiegel and Grau, 2013), 

ISBN 0385521707 
• The Holocaust is Over: We Must Rise from its Ashes. Avraham Burg (Palgrave, 2008), ISBN 

0230618979 
• 1948. Yoram Kaniuk (NYRB Lit Books, 2013).  Note – this is an e-book, and will need to be 

purchased online.  The going price on Amazon appears to be about $7.50.   
 
Attendance  
You are expected to attend class consistently, and attendance will be taken.  You may miss three classes 
over the course of the semester without any loss to your participation mark.  After that, you incur a penalty: 
4-6 absences will lower your participation by one letter grade; 7-9 will lower it by two grades, etc.  Please 
note that I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.   
 
In practice, this means that you are free to ‘take a personal day’ anytime you wish.  However, you take 
responsibility in doing so for sicknesses or personal emergencies that may necessitate your absence from 
class later on in the semester.  Save for (documented) chronic illnesses or catastrophic family emergencies 
that necessitate sustained absences, there will be no exceptions to this policy.   
 
Comportment 
I will strive to show you the utmost courtesy in this classroom and I expect the return, both for me and for 
your fellow classmates.  This is especially urgent given our current subject matter: few areas are more 
contentious, and few discussions more difficult, than those which we will be raising here.  Many of you 
come to this course with deeply-held beliefs that relate, either directly or tangentially, to the topics we will 
discuss.  We must all be free to speak our minds; yet we must be mindful of one another as we do so.  I will 
therefore ask you to commit yourselves to respectful – but still vigorous – inquiry, argument and exchange.  
I will do so as well. 
 
It should also be self-evident that students who engage in behavior that is disruptive or obstructive to the 
teaching/learning environment will be subject to disciplinary sanctions. Recording of lectures is prohibited.   
 
Please turn off or mute electronic devices before class starts, or be subjected to group ridicule.   
 
Academic Misconduct 
All students in attendance at the University of Alabama are expected to be honorable and to observe 
standards of conduct appropriate to a community of scholars. The University expects from its students a 
higher standard of conduct than the minimum required to avoid discipline. Academic misconduct includes 
all acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and any knowing or intentional help or attempt to 
help, or conspiracy to help, another student. 
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The Academic Misconduct Disciplinary Policy will be followed in the event of academic misconduct.   
 
Disability Statement 
If you are registered with the Office of Disability Services, please make an appointment with me as soon as 
possible to discuss any course accommodations that may be necessary. If you have a disability, but have 
not contacted the Office of Disability Services, please call 348-4285 or visit 133-B Martha Parham Hall 
East to register for services. Students who may need course adaptations because of a disability are welcome 
to make an appointment to see me during office hours. Students with disabilities must be registered with 
the Office of Disability Services, 133-B Martha Parham Hall East, before receiving academic adjustments.  
It is your responsibility to do this in a timely manner.   
 
Severe Weather Protocol 
In the case of a tornado warning (tornado has been sighted or detected by radar, sirens activated), all 
university activities are automatically suspended, including all classes and laboratories. If you are in a 
building, please move immediately to the lowest level and toward the center of the building away from 
windows (interior classrooms, offices, or corridors) and remain there until the tornado warning has expired. 
Classes in session when the tornado warning is issued can resume immediately after the warning has 
expired at the discretion of the instructor. Classes that have not yet begun will resume 30 minutes after the 
tornado warning has expired provided at least half of the class period remains. 
 
UA is a residential campus with many students living on or near campus. In general classes will remain in 
session until the National Weather Service issues safety warnings for the city of Tuscaloosa. Clearly, some 
students and faculty commute from adjacent counties. These counties may experience weather related 
problems not encountered in Tuscaloosa. Individuals should follow the advice of the National Weather 
Service for that area taking the necessary precautions to ensure personal safety. Whenever the National 
Weather Service and the Emergency Management Agency issue a warning, people in the path of the storm 
(tornado or severe thunderstorm) should take immediate life saving actions. 
 
When West Alabama is under a severe weather advisory, conditions can change rapidly. It is 
imperative to get to where you can receive information from the National Weather Service and to 
follow the instructions provided. Personal safety should dictate the actions that faculty, staff and 
students take. The Office of Public Relations will disseminate the latest information regarding 
conditions on campus in the following ways: 
 

• Weather advisory posted on the UA homepage 
• Weather advisory sent out through Connect-ED--faculty, staff and students (sign up at myBama) 
• Weather advisory broadcast over WVUA at 90.7 FM 
• Weather advisory broadcast over Alabama Public Radio (WUAL) at 91.5 FM 

 
Weather advisories are broadcast via WUOA/WVUA-TV, which can be viewed across Central Alabama. 
Also, visit wvuatv.com for up-to-the-minute weather information. A mobile Web site is also available for 
your convenience. 
 
 

Part I:  Introduction & Key Concepts  
 
Module 1.  Course & Thematic Overview.   
 
 Readings:  

CIA World Factbook: Entries for Israel, West Bank and Gaza Strip at:  
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html   

  
Joel Beinin and Lisa Hajjar: “Palestine, Israel and the Arab Israeli Conflict: A Primer.” 
http://www.merip.org/palestine-israel_primer/intro-pal-isr-primer.html 
 



5 

[As noted, this is an advanced research seminar on a complicated topic – one which assumes a 
degree of familiarity with the topic.  Those who have not studied the conflict before – or have not 
done so in a while – may find these links helpful.   
 
If you wish to go deeper, you have many choices.  For a thin single-volume history of the conflict, 
check out James Gelvin’s Israel-Palestine Conflict: 100 Years of War; Benny Morris’ Righteous 
Victims and Marc Tessler’s History of the Israel-Palestinian Conflict are longer – but also more 
comprehensive.  For single-volume treatments on Jewish history, check out Gartner’s History of 
the Jews in Modern Times, Cantor’s The Sacred Chain, Johnson’s A History of the Jews, and 
Sachar’s A History of Israel as points of departure.  For historical treatments of the Palestinians, 
see Horowitz and Lissak’s Palestinian People: A History and Rashid Khalidi’s The Iron Cage.  
For histories from a regional perspective, check out books by Gudrun Kramer, David Abulafia, S. 
D. Goitein, and Simon Sebag Montefiore.  These are of course just bare beginnings.] 

 
 
Module 2.  Israel in our Minds 
 

Readings:   
David Ben-Gurion and Jacob Blaustein: “An Exchange of Views,” in Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz 

(eds.): The Jew in the Modern World. (Oxford, 1995), pp. 524-528.  (website) 
Excerpt from Gershom Gorenberg: The End of Days: Fundamentalism and the Struggle for the 

Temple Mount (Free Press, 2000), pp. 31-39. (website) 
Excerpt from Sarah Glidden: How to Understand Israel in 60 Days or Less. (Vertigo, 2010), pp. 

96-105. (website) 
Excerpt from Joe Sacco: Palestine. (Fantagraphic, 2001), pp. 265-75. (website) 
 
Selections from Mad Men, Season 1, Ep. 6: “Babylon.” (AMC, 2007), wr. Andre and Maria 

Jacquemetton, Dir. Andrew Bernstein, runtimes 16:41-18:30 and 27:31-32:30. (TV 
series, in class) 

 
 
Module 3.  Not God’s World But Man’s: Secularism and its Discontents 
 

Reading:  
Max Weber: “Science as a Vocation.” From Max Weber: Essays (Oxford, 1946), pp. 129-156. 
Immanuel Kant: “What is Enlightenment?” Practical Philosophy (Cambridge, 1996), tr. Mary 
Gregor, pp. 17-22.  (website) 
David Biale: Not from the Heavens: The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought. (Princeton, 2011), 
pp. 1-14.  (website) 

 
 
Module 4.  Between Past and Future: The State 
 
 Readings:  

Theodor Herzl: from “The Jewish State.” In Arthur Herzberg, The Zionist Idea: A Historical 
Analysis and Reader (Antheneum, 1977), pp. 204-226. (website; scan includes a brief bio-
sketch of Herzl which you may find helpful) 

Ber Borochov: “The National Question and the Class Struggle.” In Arthur Herzberg, The Zionist 
Idea: A Historical Analysis and Reader (Antheneum, 1977), pp. 355-60. (website) 

Karl Marx: from “The German Ideology.” (Norton, 1978), pp. 149-55.  (website; start at the line 
break on p. 149) 

David Ben-Gurion: “The Eternity of Israel.” In Michael Waltzer, et al.: The Jewish Political 
Tradition (Yale, 2004), pp. 490-7. (website) 

Thomas Hobbes: “Of the Causes, Generation and Definition of a Common-Wealth.” From 
Leviathan, ch. 17.  Read/print from online: 
ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/h/hobbes/Thomas/h68l/contents.html. 
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Module 5. Nations and Nationalism 
 
 Readings:  

Ernest Renan: “What is the Nation?” in Grigor Eley and Ronald Suny (eds.): Becoming National: 
A Reader (Oxford, 1996), pp. 41-55.  (website) 

Benedict Anderson: selections from Imagined Communities. In Philip Spencer and Howard 
Wolman (eds.): Nations and Nationalism: A Reader. (Rutgers, 2006), pp. 48-60.  (website) 

Haim Hazaz: “The Sermon.” [“Ha-Derasha”] Partisan Review, Vol. 23 (1956). (short story) 
(website) 

Natan Alterman: “The Silver Platter.” [“Magash Ha-Kesef”] (website) 
 

 
Module 6.  Collective Memory & Divine Abandonment 
 

Readings:  
Yosef Haim Yerushalmi: Zachor: Jewish History and Jewish Memory.  (Seattle: University of 

Washington, 1996), ch. 1, pp. 77-103. (website) 
Yael Zerubavel: Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National 

Tradition. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995), chs. 1-2, pp. 3-36. (website). 
Gershom Scholem” “Thoughts about our Language.” On the Possibility of Jewish Mysticism in 

Our Time and Other Essays. (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1997), pp. 27-30. 
(website) 
  

 
Module 7.  The Crisis of Liberalism and the Jewish Question 
 

Hannah Arendt: The Origins of Totalitarianism (Harcourt: 1979), pp. 56-67, 79-88. (website) 
Shlomo Avineiri: “Zionism as a Revolution.” in The Making of Modern Zionism. (Basic Books, 

1981), ch. 1, pp. 3-13. (website) 
Heinrich Von Treitschke: “A Word about Our Jews,” and Theodor Mommson: “Another Word 

about Our Jews.” The Jew in the Modern World. (Oxford, 1995), pp. 343-50. (website) 
 
[Students from my Israel-Palestine class who have read the Avineiri chapter already, I’d 
recommend looking at the covering essay in Arthur Herzberg, The Zionist Idea: A Historical 
Analysis and Reader (Antheneum, 1977)] 

 
 

II.  Toward a Politics of Abandonment 
 
 
Module 8. Fear and Self-Loathing (1): Collaboration, Extermination, and Disappearance  
 

Primo Levi: “The Grey Zone.” In Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Philippe Bourgois: Violence in War 
and Peace: An Anthology. (Blackwell, 2004), pp. 83-90. (website) 
Vassily Grossman: from Life and Fate. (NYRB, 2009), pp. 80-93.  (website) 
Tom Segev: “Add in a Few Moral Arguments.” From The Seventh Million: Israel and the 
Holocaust (Hill and Wang, 1993), pp. 189-210.  (website) 

 
 
Module 9.  Fear and Self-Loathing (2): Jewish Queers and Zionist Men 
 

Philip Roth: “The Conversion of the Jews.” The Paris Review, No. 18 (Spring, 1958), np. 
(website) 
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Harold U. Ribalow: “Joseph Trumpeldor.” From Fighting Heroes of Israel (Signet, 1967), pp. 39-
51. (website) 
Max Nordau: “The Muscle-Jews.” The Jew in the Modern World. (Oxford, 1995), pp. 547-8. 
(website) 
Daniel Boyarin: “Goyim Nachess.” From Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the 
Invention of the Jewish Man. (California, 1997) pp. 33-80. (Website) 
 
 

Module 10: Fear and Loathing (3): Avenging Abandonment  
 

Yoram Kaniuk: 1948 (NYRB Lit, 2012), entire.   
 
[Note: this is an electronic book, and I’m not sure exactly how/whether I can assign it – it depends in large 
part on you all.  It’s a FANTASTIC book, like a grittier, Israeli-er Ernest Hemingway.  I’ve read it in 
Hebrew, but apparently a paper edition has not yet been released in English.  If not, we’ll read S. Yizhar’s 
Khirbet Khizeh instead – also a great book, but less helpful for our purposes here.] 
 
 
Module 11: Overburdening & Normalization 
 

Readings:  
Dan Horowitz and Moshe Lissak: “Democracy and National Security in a Protracted Conflict,” in 

Trouble in Utopia: The Overburdened Polity of Israel. (SUNY, 1989), pp. 195-231. 
(website) 

Michael Barnett: “The Israeli Identity and the Peace Process: Re/Creating the Un/Thinkable.” In 
Barnett and Telhami: Identity and Foreign Policy in the Middle East, (Cornell, 2002). 
(website) 

Film: The Siren’s Song. (Dir. Eytan Fox, Wr. Irit Linur, Talisma Prod., 1994). 
 

 
Module 12: Overburdening (2): The “Bar Kokhba Syndrome” 
 

Yehoshefat Harkabi: The Bar Kohkba Syndrome: Risk and Realism in International Relations. 
(Rossel, 1983), introduction, pp. xi-xvi; 101-186.  (Reserve) 

Background on the Bar Kokhba Revolt: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar_Kokhba_revolt  
 
[This book is old and out of print, but the library owns it; so I’ve put it on reserve for us to read.  

Please be considerate about making sure your classmates have a turn to take it out.] 
 
 
Module 13: Overburdening (3): Getting Personal 
 
 Readings:  

Yitzhak Rabin: “What kind of Israel do you want?” in The Rabin Memoirs (California, 1979), pp. 
396-99. (website) 
Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook: “The State of Israel: Vision and Reality.” 
http://www.virtualjerusalem.com/holidays/independence/53/kook.htm, last accessed 7 Jan 2014.  
(website) 
 
Ari Shavit: My Promised Land: The Triumph and Tragedy of Israel. (Spiegel and Grau, 2013). 
(Bookstore/reserve) 

 Yossi Beilin: His Brother’s Keeper: Diaspora Jewry and Israel. (Schocken, 2000). (Reserve) 
 Shimon Peres: The Imaginary Voyage: With Herzl in Israel. (Arcade, 1999).  (Reserve) 
 
[My preference this week is for the Shavit book.  But I kind of can’t decide!  What do you all think?  Let’s 
talk about it in class and decide together; I’ll lay out the merits of each one.] 
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Module 14: Past Fear?  
 

Avraham Burg: The Holocaust is Over: We Must Rise from its Ashes. (Palgrave, 2008), pp. 13-25, 
29-44 and 203-222; 225-42. (Bookstore/Reserve) 
Interview with Ari Shavit (originally published in Haaretz, 2007).  (website) 
Neve Gordon: “From Colonization to Separation: Exploring the Structure of Israel’s Occupation.” 
In Adi Ophir, et al.: The Power of Inclusive Exclusion (Zone, 2009), pp. 239-269. (website) 

 
 
 


