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I.  Overview 
The devil is in the details.  Our concern in this course is not war and peace, but theories of 
war and peace: ways in which thinkers, both historical and contemporary, have tried to 
explain either the persistence of war and the absence of peace, or vice-versa.  The distinction 
is important.  It is not that one would not want to set out causes for war and peace one by 
one, and then offer practical advice on how to avoid the former and foster the latter.  It is 
rather that social and political phenomena seldom allow for this.  In the face of complex 
political and social processes, thinking can go only so far.  By marking a distinction between 
what things are and how they are theorized, that limitation is kept in mind. 
 
By theory, two things are meant.  In a one sense, theories are formal relationships among 
variables: X, Y and Z combine to create outcomes A, B, and C. This is sometimes called 
explanation, or explanatory knowledge, because its aim is explain events by means of 
connections among outwardly-known quantities or phenomena.  Why did my roof cave in?  
Because termites weakened it.  Because of the snow piled on top of it.  Because the house 
was abandoned, and no one was maintaining it.  By means of such explanations, we look for 
interconnections among known things.  The aim here is practical: we wish to learn useful 
lessons.  Once we know why the roof caved in, we can take steps to ensure such an event 
does not happen again. 
 
Theory has another, more ancient meaning as well: passionate contemplation.  Here, one speaks 
less of explanation than of understanding: a search for the truth of things beyond appearance.  
The roof collapsed because the house was abandoned.  It had ceased to be a home in which 
love and care were invested.  Left to the elements, it fell down.  The insects and the snow 
might be immediate, tangible causes, but the ‘real story’ lies deeper: in our relationship with 
the built environment.  Such understanding often does not produce useful lessons in the 
same way as is explanatory knowledge.  It can, however, serve to frame or guide it by giving 
immediate events a larger meaning or context.  
 
Both of these notions of theory suffer from particular problems and limitations.  
Explanation can eclipse moral or ethical understanding, tending to equate what is good with 
what is possible.  Understanding, on its own, tends to what is sometimes called essentialism 
or metaphysicalism: defining particular things in terms of hazy universals.  When studying 
war and peace, keeping these limitations and problems to mind is essential, because of the 
nature of the subject matter.  Life and death are always part of the equation. 
 
The trick is to maintain a critical disposition toward both.  In this class, we will examine texts 
that theorize the problems of peace and conflict, striving to see each through both lenses: as 
practical attempts to solve problems, and as ‘passionate observations.’  The hope is to give 
you a framework for future study, which equips you on several levels.  First, to help you 
understand what can be learned from theory, while encouraging you to preserve a space for 
what is missing or absent.  Second, to give you a critical perspective for future study on 
questions of peace and conflict, by introducing you to key philosophical and moral 
perspectives.  Third, to provide a sense of historical development across time. In a broad 
sense, the texts we will read are part of a long conversation: both with events, and with one 
another.  Discerning that conversation helps make sense of them. 
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II.  Requirements, Logistics and Other Troublesome Details 
 
Requirements 
 
The course will follow a close-reading seminar format: while I will give you some 
background on the readings texts, preparation and discussion are key: they key moments 
happen between you and the text, in the discussions you help create, and in the papers these 
discussions generate.  I will at times post study questions that will help direct your 
preparation; your consideration of these both during and between sessions will be central to 
your success.   
 
Two short papers and a final examination will provide opportunities to consider, synthesize 
and express your views more systematically.  Topics for papers will be distributed in class 
and will arise from our discussions.  You are most definitely encouraged to come see me about 
these papers as you work through them, or if you have topics of your own that you wish to 
propose.  Ditto if you wish to carry the conversation from class further.   
 
Participation. You will be expected to participate actively: by your advance preparation, in 
class and through discussion forums, and through attending office hours.  The texts we will 
be reading are generally difficult, and many will not disclose themselves upon a first reading.  
You are not alone in this – I find them difficult as well!  We will struggle and learn together. 
While many of you may find participation daunting, pushing yourself to try will serve you 
well.  Routine absences and unprepared attendance will affect your grade materially.  
 
Papers.  Two 4-6 page papers, and one 6-8 page paper, will be assigned based on questions I 
assign.  Please do not feel obliged to do outside readings as you work on these papers.  In some cases, 
you may wish to read more widely within an assigned text.  That’s fine; only remember that 
these are not research papers – you should address yourself squarely to the question at hand.  
I will be eager to assist you as you prepare these papers: come to my office hours, or send 
me an email.  Guidelines for paper writing will be circulated, and/or posted on Moodle.  
Students dissatisfied with a grade are allowed a rewrite, on the condition that they first take 
the paper to the Writing Center. Contact Jenn Lutman for an appointment.  You are free to 
select a topic of your own choosing for the final paper; however, you must coordinate these topics with me in 
advance.  
 
Final. A final examination will be required, which will test both your awareness of key 
concepts as introduced in the course; and broader themes and topics that may arise from 
discussion. 
 
Film Series. P-Con has an associated film and lecture series each semester.  Details on the 
films and lectures will be distributed early in the semester.  Attendance is optional, but 
attendance combined participation in online, Moodle-based discussion forums will garner 
you extra credit. 
 
Grades.  Final grades will be assigned as follows: 
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 Participation:   15% 

Short Paper (1): 15% 
 Short Paper (2): 20% 

Longer Paper:  25% 
Final:   25%    

 Total   100% 
 
 
Honor code.  Students are required to observe the honor code.  Plagiarism, any attempt by a 
student to represent the work of another as one’s own, will not be tolerated. Plagiarism 
includes each of the following: copying the answers of another student on an examination, 
copying or substantially restating the work of another person or persons in any oral or 
written work without citing the appropriate source, and collaboration with someone else in 
an academic endeavor without acknowledging his or her contribution. All instances of 
plagiarism will be dealt with according to Colgate's policy on plagiarism.  See 
http://www.colgate.edu/desktopdefault1.aspx?tabID=3346, or pp. 82-83 of the student 
handbook. 
 
Disability Accommodation. If you feel you may need an accommodation based on the impact of 
a disability, please contact me as soon as possible to discuss your specific needs.  You 
should also be in contact with Lynn Waldman, Director of Academic Support and Disability 
Services at 315-228-7375 in the Center for Learning, Teaching, and Research.  She reviews 
documentation to determine and help coordinate reasonable and appropriate 
accommodations for students with any kind of disability or special need.   
 
Texts.  The following texts are recommended for purchase at the university bookstore.   
 

Hannah Arendt: The Human Condition. (Chicago, 1989) 
John Dewey: The Public and its Problems. (Swallow Press, 1954). 
G. W. F. Hegel: Elements of the Philosophy of Right. (Cambridge, 1991). 
Thomas Hobbes: Leviathan.   (Cambridge, 1996), ed. Richard Tuck. 
Kant: On History.  (Prentice Hall/Library of Liberal Arts, various eds.), tr. Lewis 

White Beck. 
John Locke: Second Treatise on Government.  (Hackett, 1980).   
Niccolò Machiavelli: The Prince. (Penguin, 1961), tr. George Bull. 
Hans Morgenthau: Politics among Nations. (McGraw-Hill, 2005).  
Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Basic Political Writings. (Hackett, 1987), tr. Donald Cress. 
Robert C. Tucker (ed.): The Marx-Engels Reader. (Norton, 1978). 
 

I realize that course texts are expensive.  I have sought to find inexpensive editions of texts 
where possible, and have placed hard copies of all recommend texts on reserve.  I have also 
indicated below where you might avail yourself of an earlier edition of a key text, in order to 
save on expenses.   
 
I encourage you to seek bargains on the internet, especially for the readings taking place after 
fourth week (to allow for shipping, etc.).  My favorite sites for finding used books are 
‘www.addall.com’, and ‘www.campusi.com.’  For the ‘classic’ philosophical texts early in the 
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course (Hobbes, Rousseau, Locke, Hegel, etc.), the best option is to look for used copies of 
the same edition I have recommended here, even if this is not absolutely the cheapest option 
– otherwise you will get tripped up on problems of translation and pagination.  For more 
recent texts, check with me: the Morgenthau text assigned on week 10, for example, can be 
read in an earlier edition.  You may lose out on some of the bells and whistles, but you’ll 
save considerably, and the readings we will do in class are not appreciably different.   
 

III. Course Readings   
(Note: see the weekly breakdowns for specific readings and dates) 

 
 
Unit 1.  Beginnings: On Thinking and Politics  
 

 
Immanuel Kant: On History.  

- “What is Enlightenment?” (pp. 3-10) 
- “Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Intent.” (pp. 11-
26) 

 
Unit 2.  Between Fortuna and Virtù : the ‘Murderous Machiavel’ 
 

Niccolò Machiavelli: The Prince. (Pengin, 1961), tr. George Bull.  Entire. 
(bookstore) 

 
Supplemental Readings: Niccolò Machiavelli: Discourses on Livy. Infra The 
Sweetness of Power: Machiavelli’s Discourses and Guicciardini’s Considerations. (De 
Kalb, IL: Northern Illinois University Press), Books I.27, II.1-5 and 29, pp. 
87-89, 157-78, 244-6.  (Moodle) 

 
 
Unit 3.  Two Visions of Politics: Hobbes vs. Rousseau 
 

Thomas Hobbes: Leviathan (Cambridge, 1996), ed. Richard Tuck. (bookstore, 
hard copy reserve) 

Introduction, pp. 9-11.  
Part I, chs,1-3, 5, 11, 13, 14. 
Part II, chs. 17-19, 21-5, 29-30, and conclusion at pg. 254. 

    
 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Basic Political Writings. (Hackett, 1987). (bookstore, 
hard copy reserve) 

“Discourse on the Origin of Inequality.” entire (pp. 25-109) 
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Unit 4.  Liberalism and Republicanism: Interests, Institutions and Rights 
 

Locke: Second Treatise on Government. (Hackett, 1980). (bookstore, hard copy 
reserve), entire.  

 
  Montesquieu: Spirit of the Laws.  (Cambridge, 1989). (Moodle) 

Part I, Books 1-3, pp. 3-30. 
Part II, Books 9-10, pp. 131-54. 
Part III, Book 17, chs. 6-7 
  

Hamilton, Madison and Jay: The Federalist Papers.  (Moodle) 
Nos. 2-10, 14. 

 
Immanuel Kant: On History.  “Perpetual Peace” pp. 85-136. 

   
 
Unit 5.  Science, History and Freedom: Hegel and the State  
 

G. W. F. Hegel: Elements of the Philosophy of Right. (Cambridge, 1991). 
(bookstore, hard copy reserve) 

      
   -- Introduction 

-- §189-208; §230-256 [The system of wants; Police and the 
Corporation]  (not required; but may be useful later on) 

   -- §257-297 [the State, sovereign, constitution] 
-- §321-360 [External Sovereignty and Intl. Law  end] 

 
   Supplemental Readings (we may use these, we may not…):  

-- “Tough Baby.” Infra Theodor W. Adorno: Minima Moralia 
(Verso, 1974), pp. 45-46. (Moodle) 
-- “Hegel’s Political Philosophy.” Infra Herbert Marcuse: 
Reason and Revolution: Hegel and the Rise of Social Theory. (Beacon, 
1960), pp. 169-224. 
-- “Hegel’s Views on War, the State and International 
Relations.” Steven B. Smith, American Political Science Review 
(Sept. 1983), pp. 624-635. 
 
 

Some free advice: Hegel is famously difficult to read, so be warned: this text will not 
disclose itself to you on a first reading. Don’t worry.  Everyone experiences this; 
indeed, it has been said (most famously by the philosopher of science Karl Popper) 
that the opacity of this text serves as a smoke-screen, allowing every reader to find in 
his work what s/he wishes to see.  The best strategy is the one they taught you at 
camp, when you were learning to swim: jump in!  Let the text wash over you, take 
note of things that grab you, reflect.  Over time, a picture will emerge. 
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Unit 6.  The Challenge of Modernity (1): Industrialization, Alienation and Class 
 

Robert C. Tucker (ed.): The Marx-Engels Reader. (Norton, 1978). (moodle) 
--“On the Jewish Question,” pp. 26-52. 
--“Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 469-500. 
-- “German Ideology,” pp. 146-63. 
-- “Estranged Labor,” infra Economic and Political Manuscripts, pp. 70-
81. 
-- “Commodities and Money,” infra Capital, Vol. I, pp. 302-329. 

 
  We will watch the following video clip:  

 
“Khakis Swing.” (Advertisement for Gap Khakis). Dir. Lisa Prisco, 1988. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knW1hGwmEXQ  
    

 
Unit 7.  The Challenge of Modernity (2): Mass Politics and the “Phantom Public” 
 

John Dewey: The Public and its Problems.  (Swallow Press, 1954), chs. 4-6. 
 

We will watch the following video clip:  
 
Clip from Talk Radio (Dir. Oliver Stone, Writer, Eric Bogosian, Cineplex-
Odeon, 1988.) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvC5A3K-0fY  

 
  Supplemental Materials (we may use, we may not): 

-- Jürgen Habermas: “The Public Sphere: An Encyclopedia Article.” New 
German Critique, No. 3. (Autumn, 1974), pp. 49-55. (Moodle) 
-- "The Phantom Public," in Clinton Rossiter and James Lare (eds.): The 
Essential Lippmann (Random House, 1963), pp.89-93. (Moodle) 

 
 
Unit 8.  The Challenge of Modernity (3): The Rise of the Social (or “the attack of the 
blob”) 

 
Hannah Arendt: The Human Condition. (Chicago, 1989), selections TBA. 

 
 
Unit 9.  Responding to the Challenge (1): Political Realism 
 

Hans Morgenthau: Politics Among the Nations, (McGraw-Hill, 2005), chs. 1- 7, 
15-16, pp. 3-94, 219-260. [bookstore and hard-copy reserve; but SEE 
NOTE] 

  
Hans Morgenthau: “Death in the Nuclear Age.” Commentary, September, 
1961, pp. 231-5. (moodle) 

 



8 

[NOTE: Morgenthau’s text has gone through a variety of reprintings, and the bookstore 
will order the most recent one.  You can save some money, however, by purchasing the 6th or 
5th editions online; the sections we examine are not significantly different.] 

 
 
Unit 10.  Responding to the Challenge (2): International Liberalism 
 

Robert O. Keohane and Joseph Nye: Power and Interdependence.  (Harper-
Collins, 1989), chs. 1-3 and 8. (hard copy on reserve – NB: didn’t order because 
it costs $85!! If you want your own copy, order a used copy of the 2nd edition online) 
 

 
Unit 11.  Responding to the Challenge (3): Building a World Community 
 

Alexander Wendt: “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social 
Construction of Power Politics.”  International Organization, 46 (1992), pp. 391-
425.  
 
Alexander Wendt: “Why a World State is Inevitable.” European Journal of 
International Relations. 9:4 (2003), pp. 491-542. 
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Weekly Breakdown of Readings 
 

     
Week Date Readings Assignments Due? Other 
1a 1/17 Intro   
1b 1/18 Kant: Enlightenment?   
1c. 1/20 Kant: Idea for a Universal History   
     
2a 1/25 Machiavelli: Prince (1)   
2b 1/27 Prince (2)   
     
3a 2/1 Hobbes (1): Leviathan   
3b 2/3 Hobbes (2)   
     
4a 2/8 Rousseau (1): Origin of Inequality   
4b 2/10 Rousseau (2) Questions for 1st 

short paper will be 
posted on 2/11 

 

     
5a 2/15 Locke: 2nd Treatise – 1   
5b 2/17 Locke (2) 1st short paper due 

2/18 
 

     
6a 2/22 Federalists & Montesquieu   
6b 2/24 Kant (1): Perpetual Peace   
     
7a 3/1 Kant (2)   
7b 3/3 Hegel (1): Doctrine of Right   
     
8a 3/8 Hegel (2)    
8b 3/10 Hegel (3) Questions for 2nd 

paper topic will be 
posted on 3/11 

 

     
 

Spring Break Sat 3/12 to Sun 3/20 
 

     
9a 3/22 Marx (1): Jewish Question, Manifesto, 

Estranged Labor 
  

9b 3/24 Marx (2): German Ideology, Capital 2nd paper due 3/25  
     
10a 3/29 Dewey (1): Public & Its problems   
10b 3/31 Dewey (2): Public & Its problems   
     
11a 4/5 Arendt HC (1),   
11b 4/7 Arendt HC (2)    
     
12a 4/12 Arendt HC (3) Final paper  
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questions will be 
posted on 4/13 

12b 4/14 Morgenthau   
     
13a 4/19 PASSOVER. No class.  PASSOVER 
13b 4/21 Keohane   
     
14a 4/26 Wendt: Anarchy is what states…   
14b 4/28 Wendt: why a world state… Final Paper Due, 

4/29 
 

     
Final Examination: Location and Time TBA 

 
 

 
 


